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This post has been updated to recognize the work by Confluence, designer of The Green at 320.

The Green at 320, the public plaza below the just-completed office tower 320 South Canal,
opened quietly last week, ahead of its official opening Friday the 24th. The dreaded day job will
keep me away from the big ceremony, so I headed down to the West Loop (Gate) Sunday to

A rendering of The Green at 320 from Goettsch Partners.—

Building Up Chicago
An Eye on Chicago Construction.
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check out the park. It was worth the trip.

The “main” entrance to the park is a stairway on the corner of Clinton and Van Buren Streets.
There are accessible ramps at both ends of the park: one off Clinton Street next to the Union
Station Transit Center, and one of Van Buren Street. There is also a street-level entrance on Canal
Street.

Here’s a press release from Biederman Redevelopment Ventures regarding the park and the
programming plans to come:

CHICAGO, (April  27, 2020) – – Dan Biederman, one of the country’s
leading  urban redevelopment experts and public space management consultants
has partnered with Riverside Investment & Development Company and
Convexity Properties to design free programming for The Park @ 320 at the
entryway of 320 South Canal Street in downtown Chicago. The building serves
as the new US headquarters for BMO Financial Group.

Biederman and his firm Biederman Redevelopment Ventures 
( www.brvcorp.com ), will provide a detailed programming plan for the public
park, including a tentative schedule for programs, amenities, events, budgets,
and a procurement list related to supplies and equipment.

BRV will also participate in the recruitment, interviewing, and selection of the
Program Coordinator for the public space and will be responsible for training
the successful candidate as  the programs start-up and continue working with
that person throughout the spring, summer, and fall.

320 South Canal, also known as the BMO Tower, is a new 50-story commercial
office building adjacent to Union Station in Chicago.  The building will feature a
selection of restaurants, world class amenities and a spectacular 1.5-acre urban
park with year-round programming, which will be one of the largest privately
owned public parks in the City of Chicago. The
website: https://320southcanal.com/

“Riverside and Convexity are seeking to provide their tenants and their
employees and visitors and citizens of Chicago with an actively programmed
public space,” said Dan Biederman. “With their building manager CBRE, they
deserve a lot of credit. And we are proud to be part of this team.”

Dan Biederman gained national prominence when he privatized and
transformed New York City’s Bryant Park from a neglected, crime-ridden, drug-
filled, dangerous midtown Manhattan space into one of America’s grandest
urban parks and Manhattan’s “Town Square.” Bryant Park is  privately
operated and totally supported by private sources of funds.
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BRV specializes in creating programming, self-sustaining budgets and building
management teams for urban parks and public spaces in 32 states and six
countries. BRV has worked with some of the most successful public spaces in the
country, including Klyde Warren Park and Fair Park in Dallas, Titletown
District in Green Bay, WI., Levy Park in Houston and Salesforce Park in San
Francisco, Hudson Yards, and Baltimore’s Inner Harbor district.

In addition to overseeing BRV Corp. and serving as the Executive Director of the
Bryant Park Corporation, Biederman is also the president of the 34th Street
Partnership, an ambitious business improvement district. He was also a co-
founder of The Grand Central Partnership, which helped renovate the
neighborhood of a NYC landmark from a deteriorating, dreaded and sometimes
dangerous transportation hub to today’s mecca for tourism, food, and a safe
destination for commuters.

About Riverside Investment and Development

Riverside Investment and Development Company is a multi-faceted real estate
firm based in Chicago, Illinois. Founded in 2010 by John O’Donnell, a longtime
Chicago real estate veteran with more than 30 years and 40 million square feet
of investment, development, and redevelopment experience, Riverside is focused
pursuing of complex development and redevelopment opportunities. We
aggressively manage risk via detailed front-end evaluation and planning,
selective locational focus, and a willingness to form strategic relationships where
appropriate for a particular transaction. Our relationships have been carefully
cultivated over years of experience with local and national consultants, brokers,
and other stakeholders. For additional information, visit www.RiversideID.com

About Biederman Redevelopment Ventures:

Biederman Redevelopment Ventures Corporation is the private consulting firm
of Daniel Biederman, co-founder of the Bryant Park Corporation and 34th Street
Partnership. BRV Corp. is a nationally recognized leader in the creation and
revitalization of parks, public spaces, streetscapes, and business improvement
districts. BRV designs free programming and events, creates self-sustaining
budgets, and builds management teams for urban parks and public spaces in 32
states and six countries. BRV works with real estate developers, government
agencies, and non-profits to reinvent public spaces and has worked with some of
the most successful urban parks and spaces in the country, including Bryant
Park in New York, Klyde Warren Park and Fair Park in Dallas, Titletown
District in Green Bay, WI., Levy Park in Houston and Salesforce Park in San
Francisco. More detailed information is at www.brvcorp.com

Enjoy the photos, then get down to 320 South Canal and enjoy the public space!
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This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

Make a one-time donation

Choose an amount

$1.00 $2.00 $3.00

Or enter a custom amount

$ 50.00

Your contribution is appreciated.

This entry was posted in New Construction, Parks, Stuff That's Done, West Loop and tagged
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